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House. "It will be no mark of inattention or
neglect, if he take time to consider the questions
you propound; but if you make it his duty to fur-
nish you plans . . . and he neglect to perform it,
his conduct or capacity is virtually impeached.
This will be furnishing an additional check."
Sedgwick of Massachusetts made a strong speech
to the same effect. "Make your officer respon-
sible," he said with prophetic vision, "and the
presumption is, that plans and information are
properly digested; but if he can secrete himself
behind the curtain, he might create a noxious
influence, and not be answerable for the inform-
ation he gives."
The weight of the argument was heavily on the
side of the supporters of the clause, and it looked
as though the group of objectors would again be
beaten. But now a curious thing happened. Fitz-
simmons remarked that, if he understood the objec-
tion made to the clause, "it was a jealousy arising
from the power given the Secretary to report
plans of revenue to the House." He suggested
that "harmony might be restored by changing
the word 'report' into 'prepare'." Fitzsimmons
was esteemed by the House because of his zealous
support of the War of Independence and also